

Excellent start Oysters in Ereklasse
Good steady Victory on CAS

Under a radiant late summer sun and with a nearly sold-out Wouterland Sports Park as the backdrop, the cracker between Castricumse Rugby Club and RFC Oisterwijk Oysters took place last Sunday. The conditions were ideal for a great rugby Saturday: a dry pitch, a passionate crowd, and two teams that have long had each other in their sights. And the start of the season, the first match, also contributed to the buzz in the stands.
The home team started strongly, setting the tone with fierce tackles and fast attacks. The Oysters, on the other hand, looked sloppy in the opening stages, with several missed passes and inaccurate choices in possession.

However, a bright spot soon emerged for the visitors: number 10 Manus Bailey took his team by the hand. His passing was top-notch, repeatedly giving the Oysters territory and a calmer defense.
The first Oysters try came from a classic pushover. After winning a lineout five meters out from the Castricum line, the maul was powerfully set up and pushed over the goal line by new signing Charlie Wigan. Shortly after, one of the highlights of the match followed: Bailey delivered a perfect cross-kick to the other end, where Toon van Spaandonk controlled the ball in two attempts and finished beautifully. Shortly after, a flashy move on the wing provided even more fireworks. A subtle "magic ball" set Matias Jantus free, who coolly finished.

Despite the home team's pressure, the score at halftime was 12-24 in favor of the Oysters.

After the break, the game remained even. Castricum stepped up their game and fought back convincingly. When the score was leveled at 24-24, the momentum seemed to be entirely with the North Holland side. Nevertheless, the Oysters showed character. Powerful runs from Kas van Eijndhoven and Rik van Balkom regained ground. Mavi Gevers capped the attack with a try through pure power, extending the lead for the visitors.
Bailey then made the difference again. His precise kicking added 14 points to the score, although one conversion was wrongly omitted. The final act came from the entire forward line: a ten-man maul was set up that thundered unstoppably towards the try line. Jantus finished again, much to the delight of the traveling Oisterwijk supporters.

The Oysters returned home with a convincing 24-42 victory. Castricum, however, must conclude that they were in contention for a long time, but ultimately couldn't match the strength and precision of the Oisterwijk team.
This marked a solid first step for the Oysters in the new season, with Bailey as the absolute standout, and the team ultimately making the difference.

